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questionsIf you have call these

Third Party
Negotiating

People don’t have experi-

ence negotiating high value

things like houses and cars.

You can use an experienced

third party

negotiator, at

no extra cost. 

A .

Example: A

couple buying

their first

house found

one in their

price range. It

was a repos-

session the bank was selling

through a realtor. The asking

price was $80,000. They offered

$78,0000. 
This house could have

been bought for $20,000 to

$40,000 less. The previous buyer

had made a down payment and

lost all equity in the house when

the bank repossessed it. It needed

a lot of repair. Plus, the bank

wanted it off their books before

the end of the quarter.

By using a 3PN, the house

could have been negotiated and

bought much cheaper, making

the down payment and monthly

payment much smaller, and a

percentage of the savings would

be given to the 3PN. The money

Retirees
If you’re like most people

nearing retirement, your

retirement probably won’t be

anything like your parents’ or

g r a n d p a r -

ents’.
A new

survey finds

that a majority

of pre-retirees

don’t want a

r e l a x i n g ,

e x t e n d e d

v a c a t i o n .

They plan on

remaining active and engaged,

even if it means continuing to

work. The old retirement ideal of

living out your “golden years” on

a golf course is quickly becoming

passe’.
Most people now consider

retirement as a second act -- time

to go back to school, change

careers or even fall in love again.

The last thing they plan on doing

is acting old.

The study also found that

wealth isn’t necessarily the

answer. Retirees consistently

said that tapping their potential

was more important than big

Personal Law
Q: What web sites pro-

vide a good introduction to the

law?
A:The internet is a very

v a l u a b l e

source for

legal informa-

tion for

lawyers and

ordinary citi-

zens.
T h e

M a d i s o n

County web

site has infor-

mation about the value of your

home. Also the Circuit Clerk por-

tion of that site will guide you for

small claim, eviction and wage

garnishment 
cases.

www.co.madison.il.us

Equip for Equality has

information for people with dis-

abilities. www.equipforequali-

ty.org
Concerned about privacy?

See the Privacy Rights Clearing

House at www.privacyrights.org

Practical summaries of

Illinois law are found at Prairie

State Legal Services www.psle-

gal.org and Illinois Legal Aid

George Paynic

Q. Why should I have my

home Staged®?

A. Many people put a lot of

effort into

p r e p a r i n g

their cars to be

sold.  Why

wouldn’t you

do that and

more for a

house that has

more value?  

Buyers

make their

decision about buying, or more

likely, not buying - in the first

few minutes according to a num-

ber of real estate agents.  So,

wouldn’t it be best to make it

look as good as possible?

Because whether you provide a

good first impression, could

mean the difference between a

quick sale and a long wait for a

buyer.  No matter how many

great features you have in your

house, people's eyes are drawn to

negative features first. 

Staged® homes look better

Staging A Home Q: What causes hair loss?

A: Birth control pills.

Women who have a genetic pre-

disposition to suffer from

A n d r o g e n i c

Alopecia can

have it occur

at a much

younger age

by taking birth

control pills.

The hormonal

changes that

occur trigger

the onset of the

Androgenic Alopecia. If a

woman has a history of female

pattern loss in her family she

should advise her doctor before

going on the pill. After the dis-

continuation of the pill the

woman may notice that her hair

begins shedding two or three

months later. This may continue

for six months where it usually

stops. In some cases the process

cannot be reversed and the

woman may not regrow some of

the hair that was lost.

Are you tired of agonizing

about your hair loss?  Call us

Hair Loss

Frequently asked ques-

tions about the Gas/Electric

Toyota Prius.
Do I need to plug it in?

No. Prius

automatically

recharges its

batteries using

regenerative

braking, or

through its on-

board genera-

tor.
H o w

often do I

service my

Prius? Prius

is serviced just like any Toyota

except the brake pads and batter-

ies are designed to last far longer.

How long will my Prius

last? Prius is built to the same

standards of quality as all

Toyotas, so expect it to last a

very long time.

What is Toyota’s com-

mitment to the environment?

Certified at ATPZEM (Advanced

Technology Partial Zero

Emissions Vehicle) the Prius

produces almost 90% fewer

emissions than the average new

Car Sales Nutrition
Q: I know the B vitamins

are important, but what for?

A: The B vitamins play a

crucial part in

supporting the

adrenals and

the nervous

system. They

can effectively

reduce season-

al allergy and

asthma symp-

toms. Some

help prevent

Alzheimer’s and coronary artery

disease. Some help relieve carpal

tunnel and PMS.

A nutritional survey from

the USDA found that 80% of

Americans do not get enough of

one or more of these essential nutri-

ents on a daily basis. The result:

Many of us are B vitamin deficient.

Who is most at risk of a vita-

min B deficiency? People who

experience heavy daily physical

exertion, people dealing with emo-

tional stress, people on a vegetarian

diet, women who take oral contra-

ceptives, and those who are taking

prescription drugs for ulcers or acid

indigestion. All of these can leave

us lacking one or more of the B

vitamins.
For further detailed infor-

mation, come in

and pick up our

Loans
Q. How much money will

I need to buy

a home?
A. That

depends on a

number of

f a c t o r s ,

including the

price of the

house and the

type of mort-

gage you get.

You need “earnest money” - the

deposit you make on the home

when you submit your offer to

prove you’re serious about buy-

ing;  the “down payment” -  a

percentage of the cost of the

home;  and “closing costs - the

cost associated with processing

the paperwork to buy a house.

When you make an offer

on a home, your earnest money

goes into an escrow account. If

the offer is accepted, this money

will be applied to the down pay-

ment or closing cost. If you offer

is not accepted, your money is

returned.
Down payment costs vary,

as low as 3% to 20%, depending

on type of loan, closing costs

average 3-4% of the price of your

home. When you apply for your

loan, we will give you an esti-

mate of all the costs so you won’t

be caught by surprise.
■
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Investments

Q: What are some of the

advantages of holding my

investments in my A.G.

Edwards Account? A .

Safekeeping.

In street

name, securi-

ties issued as

certificates are

registered in

your name of

your broker-

age firm or a

d e p o s i t o r y

rather than being registered in

your name. Although the securi-

ties remain your personal proper-

ty, their safekeeping is the

responsibility of your brokerage

firm. If you hold your certificates

yourself and they are lost or

stolen, it may take up to eight

weeks to replace them. In addi-

tion, replacements may cost you

between one and three percent of

each security’s fair market value.

Efficient record keeping.

Entrusting your brokerage firm

with the care of your securities

can reduce filing and record-

keeping errors and eliminate the

risk of misplacement or loss.

You’ll receive regular statements

reflecting all positions in your

account and their current value.

Prompt trade settlement.

Because your securities are

already in your account, you can

be assured of prompt trade settle-

ment, without penalties for late

delivery or mailing.

No cost. Brokerage firms

Tim Brueggeman

A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc

INVESTMENTS SINCE 1887

Member New York Stock Exchange, Inc.

112 W. Homer Adams Pkwy, Alton

466-0011

See Car - Next Page

Anna Schmidt, ASP
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618-407-2964  

homeimpressions@sbcglobal.net

www.stagedhomes.com

Staging® is a Federally Registered Trademark of

Stagedhomes.com

NSI
1635 W. First Street, Granite City

Toll Free (866) 798-9601

Direct 798-9601

Email: nsi.brickher@sbcglobal.net

Bill Rickher

Family Owned

Home for Funerals

618 E. Airline Drive 

East Alton, Illinois:  618-259-5320

Leonard F. Berg

LEONARD

BERG
Attorney at Law

625 S. Bellwood (IL Route 111)

East Alton, IL 62024

258-4800
www.lbergelderlaw.com

Steven Jones

(618) 466-6324

Cavalier

Hair Clinic
non-medical and medical 

solutions for hair loss

email: cavalier@piasanet.com

website: cavalierhair loss.com

Gordon Carver

Steve Hobbs

www.altontoyota-dodge.com

DAVE MUNGENAST

350 Homer Adams Pkwy.

Alton, IL

618465-7766   314 355-1121

Beverly/Wendy

Cleta’s

NUTRITION

3004 Godfrey Rd. 618-466-1659 

Full Line of Supplements

•Health Care Products

•Books

•Food Items

typically do not charge a fee for

holding securities in street name

and may also clip coupons at no

cost for bonds held in street

name.
Less tax hassle. When

securities are held in street name,

the brokerage firm will generate

one annual Form 1099 for

income tax filing for all securi-

ties held in your account. If you

were to hold all of your stocks

and bonds in your own name,

you would have to fill out a sep-

arate Form 1099 for each indi-

vidual stock you owned.

Faster dividends and

interest credits. Normally, the

brokerage firm will credit divi-

dend and interest payments on

street name securities to the

account on the pay date declared

by the issuer.

Easy transfer to benefici-

aries. The brokerage firm that

holds your securities in street

name can easily transfer your

securities to your beneficiaries

and provide complete and accu-

rate valuation of your assets.

Even if you already hold

stock certificates, it’s not too late

to register them in street name

and when purchasing future

securities, keep in mind some of

the benefits of street name regis-

tration.
This article provided by

Tim Brueggeman at A.G.

Edwards & Sons, Inc.

Members SIPC. ■

Carrie Epstein

1538 E. Troy

Rd

www.americanlibertyhomes.com

(618)656-7356
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